
The below talking points and key messages provide recommended messaging to highlight your 
organization’s child abuse awareness and prevention services, resources, and/or programs. The 
messages below can be used to share information with your audience about the support that is
available for Service members, veterans, and their families. Content can be modifi ed as appropriate 
to align with your needs. However, the overall tone should capture a hopeful and resilient message. 
Please coordinate with a public a� airs o�  cer and leadership, as needed.

Note: Avoid words that have negative connotation, infer weakness, or carry stigma-associated 
language when mentioning DAF, Service members, or families. Use language that is supportive, 
hopeful, and encourages help-seeking.

• The Department of the Air Force is committed to preventing child abuse and neglect within 
the Air Force and Space Force communities.

• Prevention of child abuse and neglect is a DAF priority throughout the year because every 
child deserves to live in a safe and healthy environment where they can thrive.

• During the month of April, the Department brings added awareness to the issue of child abuse to 
emphasize available resources, support, and actions we can all take to promote a climate in which 
military youth are safe and healthy.

• This year, we commit ourselves to be ‘All in to End Child Abuse. Our MilKids are priority one.’

• The most important thing we can do to help children thrive is to support families before they 
reach a crisis and encourage caregivers to use available helping resources.

• If you are concerned about a child’s safety, call your local Family Advocacy Program O�  ce, or 
the Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline at 800-422-4453. Call 911 or military law enforcement 
if you are concerned a child is in immediate danger. 

• The entire DAF community has a role to play in recognizing the signs of child abuse and neglect 
and how parental stress can be a risk factor for committing abuse. Reporting can be anonymous 
and allow a family to get support when needed.

• When you notice a parent or caregiver in distress, encourage him/her to practice self-care so 
they can help keep their people safe and strong. It is important for caregivers to take time to 
de-stress and engage in healthy coping activities. We can take small steps everyday to better 
care for ourselves and get the strength we need to keep our families strong and children safe.

• April is also Month of the Military Child. Take time this month to focus on the mental health and 
well-being of your MilKids. DAF Helping Agencies, such as Family Advocacy, Airman and Family 
Readiness Centers, Military and Family Life Counselors, Child and Youth Programs and more, 
o� er services, support, and resources for children, youth, teens, and parents.

• Every caring adult in our community can play a role by supporting military children, knowing the 
signs of child abuse and neglect, encouraging those at risk to seek help, and intervening when a  
child’s safety or well-being is in question. Be ALL IN to End Child Abuse. 

• Whether you’re a parent, mentor, teacher, or friend, the MilKid in your life looks up to you. 
Be a positive infl uence; learn what you can do to help them grow up safe and strong.
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